
What began at a young age as a DeMolay learning to serve others and developing a
strong moral character, and leadership skills, Spence’s life ultimately is a story of

living a life of excellence, achievement in his fields of endeavor, and truly making a
positive difference in the lives of others.

Spencer H. Benfield

Spencer H. Benfield grew up in a Masonic Family in Portland Oregon. His Father was a Mason. His
Mother was active in Eastern Star. Spence joined the Oregon Chapter of DeMolay in Downtown
Portland. After serving as Master Councilor, Spence was elected State Senior Councilor, after reaching
Majority, Spence continued his service to Oregon DeMolay as State Scribe. As Spence continued his
time of service and contribution to Oregon DeMolay he was recognized as only the second Oregon
DeMolay in history to be elevated to the distinction of Honorary Past State Master Councilor in 1968.

In 1982, Spence married Cynthia Lucento who he met at PDC. They have three beautiful
daughters and two grandsons. After Spence retired from the Portland Development

Commission, he earned his Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Portland State
University. At a time in life when many men might be considering slowing down, Spence

continued to stay active in the community and to serve others. He volunteered to serve the City of
Beaverton Mediation Department and also served on the Budget Committee for the Tualatin Hills
Park and Recreation District. In addition, Spence volunteered his spare time with many projects
within his school district including substitute teaching, long range planning on the Principal's

Task Force, and assisting students with career planning, college choices, and applications.

He applied his love of DeMolay, it’s teachings, and high moral standards to his dedication to
Masonry joining Albert Pike Lodge in Portland. Spence served as Master of his lodge, as well as twice

serving as Worthy Patron of Southgate Chapter, Order of Eastern Star. An outstanding ritualist,
Spence set a high standard for degree work and public speaking, inspiring many DeMolays he

mentored. After graduating from Lincoln High School, Spence attended University of Oregon for a
short time returning to Portland to care for his Grandmother and Mother. He finished his Degree

from Portland State University. Spence began his 30 year career working for the Portland
Development Commission. As the central agency for the renewal and long-term urban planning of

Portland, Spence was able to take the leadership, organizational, and motivational skills he acquired
during his DeMolay experience and combine it with his love for Portland as he took on his exciting

new challenges. It is hard to deny the impact he had as he combined the resources of city
government, business, and the community resulting in the renewal of one of America’s greatest

cities. The accomplishments the Portland Development Commission achieved during his tenure
included light rail, The South Waterfront, The Pearl District, Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall, Pioneer

Courthouse Square, Yamhill Marketplace, First Thursday Art Walk, The Chinese Classical Garden,
The Nordstrom Block, the Oregon Convention Center, Tom McCall Waterfront Park, The Portland

Street Car, and numerous boutique hotels and office buildings. This collective progress that unfolded
during Spence’s time at PDC paved the way for continued urban renewal and the introduction of

many new business and Downtown residential projects well into the 21st century.

In 1975, Spence one again answered the call of duty as Dad Henry A. Matschiner assumed the reins
of leadership as Oregon’s Executive Officer, at the retirement of Executive Officer Dad B. Dotson. It
was a time of great optimism, progress, and growth in Oregon DeMolay as Spence played in key
role in advancing the Order and was firmly committed to building a legion of new young leaders for
not only the future of Oregon DeMolay but for society in general. Through his mentorship,
coaching, and the example he always set for his peers and the young men of DeMolay to emulate,
his legacy continues.


