Weston B. Aanderud

Weston B (Wes) Aanderud joined Friendship DeMolay just days before Christmas
in 1966 at the age of 14. That may have been the greatest Christmas gift Wes ever
received, as DeMolay would become a lifelong commitment to youth and building

leadership skills amongst young people.

He was quickly recognized as a leader amongst his brethren and earned his Representative
DeMolay before becoming Master Councilor. With only 2 12 years in DeMolay, he was
named State 7th Preceptor. He became a Chevalier in 1970 and went on to receive the

Cross of Honor and the DeMolay Legion of Honor. Wes attended his first DeMolay
Conclave in 1967 and missed only one Conclave until 2019... 50 years later!

Outside DeMolay, Wes was very active with his church and received the Pro
Deo Et Patria from Boy Scouts, prior to becoming an Eagle Scout in the spring of
1968. At school, Wes spent his time with the band, playing the sousaphone in
the marching band at sporting events, concerts and parades. He went on to play
the guitar, banjo, and the mandolin, and could be seen at campfires playing the
washboard and spoons!

Growing up, Wes always knew he wanted to be a teacher and work with teenagers. After graduating
from Oregon College of Education in 1974, Wes began his teaching career at Leslie Middle School. He
was the fourth consecutive generation math teach in his family, and fell in love with 7th and 8th
graders as they transitioned from grade school to high school. When asked what he taught, Wes
always said, “Students!”

Wes was not satisfied with just teaching, he wanted to be fully involved with students and encourage
them to be active in their school and community. He served as Activity Director and Athletic Director
for many years, co-directed a production of “Oliver, and coached basketball, football and even

swimming! He coordinated school carnivals, food drives and fundraising activities. Students enjoyed
his wonky sense of humor and found creative names for him... like Mr. Aardvark.

Conclave 1980 at Willamette University would be another pivotal time for Wes. He was elected to
serve as Grand Commander of the Oregon Court of Chevaliers. He also asked for a first date with
now wife Kris in November 1981, on the only available weekend between football and basketball
season. Together, Wes and Kris pledged to work with youth until they no longer had the energy.

While they have slowed down a little after nearly 50 years working with DeMolay, Job’s Daughters
and Rainbow, they continue to enjoy working with the Masonic youth and encourage others to do
the same.

Wes and Kris have two children, who were both born into the Masonic family. Cassandra is a Past

Oregon State Sweetheart and Past Grand Bethel Honored Queen, and son Alex served as State

Master Councilor. Alex also helped Wes earn what Wes considers his most accomplished

DeMolay award, the Blue Honor Key.

After 32 years of teaching, Wes retired from Briggs Middle School in Springfield in 2008. He was
honored for his many contributions to youth during his tenure. Staff said they would miss his
sense of humor, his true dedication to seeing every student succeed, and truly making a positive
difference in the lives of others!



