
The Seven Cardinal Virtues of DeMolay held true and deep for Rick. In 1990, he and a DeMolay
friend selflessly, and without hesitation, helped rescue a woman who was involved in a major
accident on Portland’s busy Banfield Freeway (I-84). Crossing three lanes of traffic by foot, they
managed to reach the victims, one of whom had exited the vehicle and was stranded, wandering,
and confused. Emergency responders had not yet arrived and traffic had not yet adapted to the
dangerous conditions. Rick pushed the woman away from an oncoming car but was struck
himself and nearly killed. He says that his survival was clearly the work of God, and he has had a
renewed focus on his Christian faith ever since. 

Before the age of 31, Rick was suffering the effects of lingering skeletal damage, and undergoing
numerous surgeries that are rare, even for those twice his age. Eventually he would succumb to
the reality of being permanently confined to a wheelchair.

But that didn’t stop Rick Gamble. He says, “Even though all of the surgeries, and physical and
occupational therapy sessions were tough, and my morale was beaten down, Holy Scripture
became light in my darkest hours. I learned to focus on the 100 things I can still do, not the 900
things I can’t do.”

Richard J. “Rick” Gamble petitioned Grants Pass Chapter, Order of DeMolay, Grants Pass, Oregon, at the
first meeting following his 13th birthday. Having enviously watched his father as Chapter Dad, and his

older brother head out the door to DeMolay activities, Rick knew early on that he wanted to join DeMolay
as soon as possible.

By age 15, Rick had already served as Master Councilor of Grants Pass Chapter. By 1986 he was
appointed as State Senior Deacon, and after serving as State Junior Councilor, and State Senior
Councilor, he was eventually elected to State Master Councilor in 1990. Due to his family’s
relocation, by the time of his election to State Master Councilor, Rick’s membership was transferred
to Multnomah Chapter in Canby, Oregon. Rick says of his youth, “DeMolay was my life.”

Rick has a deep and abiding love for his wife Sherry, who has been by his side since they
first met at their high school graduation party. He attributes his success to her steadfast
support over the years. Together they built their life in Canby, Oregon, where they raised
their daughter, Allison, and son, Tyler. Rick worked at UPS until he was no longer able to
work due to his disability, and Sherry continues to build her bookkeeping business as
well.

Since 2012, Rick has played a key role in his church, organizing and conducting weekly
sessions for those new to the faith.

At age 18, Rick joined Champoeg Lodge, No. 27 Canby, Oregon, and Pioneer Chapter
No. 28, Order of Eastern Star, at age 21. He is a member of Scottish Rite and Al Kader
Shrine, and played drums with the Al Kader Drum and Bugle Corps, and later the Al

Kader Oriental Band. Rick earned his Past Master Councilor’s Meritorious Service
Award, Blue Honor Key, and the Founder’s Award. He is a Chevalier and was awarded

the DeMolay International Medal of Heroism. 

Rick names numerous fellow DeMolays as mentors and heroes in his life. Rick himself
shines as a positive example for DeMolay members, and the world, on how to live a

life, even when not facing adversity.
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