
Dennis R. Dorsett
Dennis and Loraine, and their home in Redmond, became the heartbeat and focal point for

hundreds of young men who were able to experience Juniper DeMolay.

Dennis R. Dorsett was born in 1941 in Baltimore, Maryland and moved west in
1946. Growing up in Venice, California Dennis didn’t find DeMolay, he found
the beach, surfing and a high school sweetheart named Loraine: they have
been married for over 60 years. He joined the Army in 1959 and was stationed
in Hawaii for jungle warfare training as a radio specialist; Dennis completed
his service in the Army as an E-5 Staff Sergeant and returned to Southern
California where he began his career with Hughes Aircraft Company where he
worked on top-secret laser programs and helped develop solar panels to
power the NASA’s first unmanned vehicle landing on the moon.

While on a 1969 West Coast driving vacation they passed through
Central Oregon and returned to Southern California and made

plans to depart - loading a U-Haul trailer and move to Redmond.
In Redmond, Dennis began a 20-year career with the Central

Electric Cooperative. Holding a variety of positions at CEC, Dennis
“retired” in 1989 and he and Loraine moved to Bend where he

became a licensed real estate agent and business man.

In 1973 Dennis began a long and distinguished Masonic career in Redmond Loge,
where he served as Worshipful Master in 1978 and 1989. He was also Worthy Patron
of the Eastern Star and was a member of the Order of Amaranth, Al Kader Shrine,
was a York Rite Mason and Scottish Rite Mason as well. He held several offices and
served on several committees for the Grand Lodge of Oregon and of note, in 1986
Dennis began an eight- year ascension in the Grand York Rite Masons of Oregon,
becoming ost Illustrious grand Master, Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 

Dennis re-activated the Juniper Chapter of DeMolay in Redmond in 1975, and for
over 15 years committed significant time and energy to enable one of the most
active chapters in Oregon to grow and thrive. Serving as Dad Advisor. Dennis
received his Honorary Legion of Honor in 1977 and the Cross of Honor in 1983. He
was selected by the DeMolays of Oregon as Honorary State Dad Advisor of the
year in 1983 and was Dean of the Oregon Priory for the Legion of Honor in 1993.
He received the Guild of the Leather Apron, Advisor of the Year award in 1984. 

Dennis also made time to participate in a variety of civic and religious organizations in Central
Oregon. He was active with Junior Rotary, the Christian Church and the Buckaroo Breakfast
Association for the Deschutes County Fair, serving as Top Hand in 1982. Dennis has been active
as a member of the Bend First Presbyterian Church, being ordained as Deacon in 2012. Dennis
has been very active in a Central Oregon Veterans organization, Band of Brothers, since 2010, and
has proudly stood in over 100 flag lines for veteran’s funerals, parades and dedication events.


